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LSSSE LAW SCHOOL REPORT 2015
Webinar will begin at 2:00 PM EST  

MATERIALS
• Have your 2015 Law School Report binder on hand for reference or access your 

materials through the LSSSE Institution Interface. 

SOUND
• Increase the volume on your computer speakers or plug in your headphones to 

listen to the Webinar. 
• For best results, close ALL other applications as they can interfere with the audio 

feed.

CHAT
• The Chat window allows participants to interact with presenters and each other –

ask questions of presenters and of other users! 

TROUBLESHOOTING

Visit: 
https://admin.acrobat.com/common/help/en
/support/meeting_test.htm for a 
comprehensive set of tests and 
troubleshooting solutions if you have issues 
with the Adobe Connect software.

What to do if you don’t hear anything:

If you cannot hear anything, click on 
“Meeting” at left of the grey tool bar at the 
top of the screen and select “Audio Setup 
Wizard.” Complete the first part of the 
Wizard, which ends with a speaker test, to 
ensure a proper Webinar audio connection. 
If you cannot hear anything after this, 
consult your technology support person.

https://websurv.indiana.edu/lssse/interface/login.cfm
https://admin.acrobat.com/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm
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YOUR LAW SCHOOL REPORT 2015
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A Step-By-Step Approach

August 11, 2015



3 Law School Survey of Student Engagement

Presentation Overview
. Using and Sharing 

Results

Understanding
Your Reports

LSSSE Foundations
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LSSSE
HISTORY & RESEARCH FOUNDATIONS
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LSSSERESEARCH FOUNDATIONS

LSSSE items represent 
empirically confirmed ‘good 

practices’

Activities related to desirable 
learning outcomes

Meaningful measure of how 
law students spend their time 
and what they gain from law 

school
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
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Law students:

devote time and 
energy to 

educationally 
purposeful activities

Law schools:

use effective 
educational practices 

to encourage law 
students to succeed 

academically and 
professionally

WHAT IS STUDENT ENST?STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
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190 Law Schools

U.S.: 171 
Canada:17 
Australia: 2 

Nearly 300k 
Responses

Response rate is 
approximately 50% 
each year

Year Law Schools Respondents

2004 42 13,197

2005 53 21,653

2006 64 24,858

2007 79 25,770

2008 85 26,795

2009 82 26,641

2010 77 24,714

2011 95 33,395

2012 81 25,901

2013 98 28,172

2014 70 21,173

2015 80 21,849

LSSSE PARTICIPATION
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LSSSE is a phenomenally rich dataset –nearly 
100 questions per year on a wide variety of 
topics related to student classroom 
experience, faculty interaction, type and 
quantity of assessments, time allocation, and 
perceived gains on a variety of dimensions 
related to personal and professional 
development.

SURVEYCONTENT

- William Henderson, IU Maurer School of Law
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TOPICS SURVEY ITEMS

• Educational and Personal Growth  

• Intellectual Experiences  

• Writing   

• Time Usage 

• Law School Environment 

• Overall Satisfaction 
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DIGGING INTO YOUR LSSSE DATA
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SURVEY

How many LSSSE 
administrations have you 
participated in?

1. This is my first!
2. 2 - 3
3. 4 - 5
4. 6 or more
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USER TOOLS

INTERFACE 
RESOURCES
Access reports and valuable user 
tools
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Before you begin, consider the big 
picture

01 02 03 04

What do 
you plan to 
do with the 

data?

What 
burning 

questions 
do you 
have?

Hot topics 
at your law 

school?

How are 
you stacking 

up in 
educational 

practices
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A STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH TO YOUR REPORTS

15
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THREE STEP PROCESS

STEP 1
• Check data quality
• Respondent Profile Report
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RESPONDENT PROFILE REPORT

Respondent Profile Report

A quick snapshot of your institution

Confirm sample is representative

Response rate and sample error
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THREE STEP PROCESS

STEP 1
• Check data quality
• Respondent Profile Report

STEP 2
• Look to Executive Summary Reports

• Executive Snapshot 
• Engagement Indicators
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORTS
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EXECUTIVE SNAPSHOT

Overview of results

Quickly identifies 
key findings

Designed to be 
shared
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EXECUTIVE SNAPSHOT

55%

45%

Are these important to 
your law school?

Surprises?

Look to recurring themes 
across class years

Presents your highest and 
lowest performing items

Page 2

Highest and Lowest Performing
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EXECUTIVE SNAPSHOT

Use the LSSSE 
PowerPoint located 
on the interface

Law school specific 
data

Easy to share 

Breaks down data into 
meaningful themes

Page 3

Learning Experiences and Relationships
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EXECUTIVE SNAPSHOT

65%

45%

Overall satisfaction 

Use of student services

Evaluation of support 

Perceived gains

Page 4

Student Gains & Satisfaction
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QUICKLY HIGHLIGHT LONGITUDINAL TRENDS

Has student use or satisfaction changed over time? What implications might this have on initiatives, staffing, etc. 
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SELECTED COMPARISON GROUP REPORTS 
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SELECTED COMPARISON GROUPS REPORT

65%

45%

Schools choose from 2014 
and 2015 

Schools allowed two 
custom peer groups

Detailed information on 
selected peers

New this year

Located under Administration Details



27

ENGAGEMENT INDICATORS REPORT
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ENGAGEMENT INDICATORS REPORT
Four areas of engagement

45%

85%

Law School Environment

Student Advising

Student-Faculty Interaction

Thinking Like a Lawyer
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Choose your own 
adventure
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Student-Faculty 
Interaction
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ENGAGEMENT INDICATORS REPORT

45%

Student–Faculty Interaction

A TOP LEVEL VIEW 
What trends do you notice for this 
Engagement Indicator?
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ENGAGEMENT INDICATORS REPORT

Individual items 
help determine 
what’s driving the EI 
score

Are students over- or 
under-performing on 
all items or just a few?

Student-Faculty Interaction

Individual Survey Items
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THREE STEP PROCESS

STEP 1
• Check data quality
• Respondent Profile 

Report

STEP 2
• Look to Executive 

Summary Reports
• Executive Snapshot 
• Engagement 

Indicators

STEP 3
• Look to individual 

survey items
• Mean Comparisons
• Frequency 

Distributions



34

DIGGING BELOW THE SURFACE
The Mean Comparisons and Frequency Distribution Reports
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MEAN COMPARISONS REPORT

Provides statistical 
significance and 
effect size

Results organized 
within your law school 
and between your law 
school and selected 
peers



36

MEAN COMPARISONS REPORT

Student-Faculty Interaction
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FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS

55%

65%

45% 17% 
Difference!

Student Faculty Interaction
Are these important 
to your law school?

Surprises?

Identify “Nevers”

Identify “positive 
percents”
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GOING BEYOND THE BINDER
Longitudinal Analysis

Merging LSSSE with Other Data Sources
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01 02 03 04

Differences 
among 

student 
populations 
at your law 

school

Link LSSSE 
to other 

data 
sources 

Link to bar 
pass and 

employment 
data

How are 
you stacking 

up in 
educational 

practices

GOING BEYOND THE BINDER

Analysis and Merging Data
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TRACKING ITEMS OVER TIME
A primer on longitudinal analysis
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LSSSE 2013 LSSSE 2015

1Ls

3Ls3Ls

1Ls

COHORT ANALYSIS
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LSSSE 2013 LSSSE 2015

1Ls

3Ls3Ls

1Ls

LONGITUDINAL COMPARISONS
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LSSSE 2013 LSSSE 2015

1Ls

3Ls3Ls

1Ls

CROSS-SECTIONAL COMPARISONS
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SHARING LSSSE RESULTS

44
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This is a school-wide effort
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THIS IS A SCHOOL-WIDE EFFORT!

• Create an assessment/LSSSE committee or subgroups.

• Get leaders from all facets of your law school involved 

• Go after low hanging fruit
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MAKING THE MOST OF DATA –SHARING RESULTS AND 
TAKING ACTION

• Think about potential audiences – find relevancy

• Consider various strategies for sharing results – deliver in 
small doses, add narrative

• Link to other assessment data to tell a more comprehensive 
story. 

• Teach small groups about the data (faculty, student 
services, administers) 

• Share lessons learned, and action taken with campus 
constituents – especially students.
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USE YOUR ONLINE LSSSETOOLS

Provide summaries of results

- Copy LSSSE tables and data in Excel, 
this can be done longitudinally. 

- Use the PowerPoint Template

- If you aren’t presenting, you can still 
create a deck to share. 

- Predict your Results
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BUILDA SHARED TRUST
• Share data about faculty/admin strengths. Emphasize what you’re 

doing well.

• Share information about LSSSE’s research foundation, about the 
quality of self-reported data, etc.

• Give basic info: research foundation, self-reported data, citations

• Eliminate the barriers that stand in the way of change
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BE PREPARED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS
Know the answers to these questions:

1) Why are we administering this survey?

2) Is the data valid and reliable ?

3) What is the research foundation??

• The PowerPoint can be an excellent resource for this

• We tried to anticipate common questions and include those in the PowerPoint. 
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SHARE EXTERNALLY
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MAKING THE MOST OF DATA –SHARING RESULTS AND 
TAKING ACTION

• http://www.law.uci.edu/about/community/lssse.html

http://www.law.uci.edu/about/community/lssse.html
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ABA 
ACCREDITATION

LSSSE 
Results & ABA
Accreditation
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SALIENT FOR ACCREDITATION
“The dean and the faculty of a law school shall conduct ongoing 
evaluation of the law school's program of legal education, learning 
outcomes, and assessment methods; and shall use the results of this 
evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of 
competency in the learning outcomes and to make appropriate 
changes to improve the curriculum.”  

- ABA Standard 315

Student engagement results are a direct indicator of student’ 
exposure to effective educational practices.  Our students experiences 
and exposure.  

Indirect measure – LSSSE is not a measure of student learning 
outcomes.  However, it is a proxy of student learning 

LSSSE results indicate areas for improvement and are actionable –
thus appropriate for inclusion in quality improvement plans. Also 
noted by ABA in standard 315

Can use LSSSE to inform quality improvement plans. 
Accreditation

54
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ACCREDITATION 
TOOLKIT
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ACCREDITATION TOOLKIT

MAPS SURVEY ITEMS TO ABA 
ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

DISCUSSES STRATEGIES FOR 
USING LSSSE IN SELF STUDIES

OUTLINES TIMELINES FOR USING 
LSSSE IN THE REVIEW PROCESS
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ACCREDITATION TOOLKIT

MAPS SURVEY ITEMS TO ABA 
ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

DISCUSSES STRATEGIES FOR 
USING LSSSE IN SELF STUDIES

OUTLINES TIMELINES FOR USING 
LSSSE IN THE REVIEW PROCESS
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ACCREDITATION TOOLKIT

MAPS SURVEY ITEMS TO ABA 
ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

DISCUSSES STRATEGIES FOR 
USING LSSSE IN SELF STUDIES

OUTLINES TIMELINES FOR USING 
LSSSE IN THE REVIEW PROCESS
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USING LSSSE TO INFORM ACCREDITATION EFFORTS

ABA Standards

• Standard 303 (b)(2) A law 
school shall provide 
substantial opportunities 
to students for student 
participation in pro bono 
legal services, including 
law-related public service 
activities. 

LSSSE Items

1i. About how often have you participated in a 
clinical or pro bono project as part of a course or 
for academic credit. 

5b. Which of the following have you done or do you 
plan to do at your school before you graduate? 

Volunteer or pro bono work

7d. During the current school year about how 
many hours do you spend in a typical 7-day week 
doing each of the following?

Legal pro bono work not required for a class or 
clinical course 
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We are here to help!



61

Thank you


